
Directions 

 

From Youngstown & Ohio Area: 
Follow I-80 East into PA to Exit 4B (old 
exit 1 North) Route 60 North - Sharon-
West Middlesex.  Follow Route 60 North 
and stay in the left lane.  Follow Route 18 
South - West Middlesex signs. 
 

From the Pittsburgh, PA Area: 
Travel North on I-79 to I-80 West.  Stay 
on I-80 West to Exit 4B (old exit 1 North) 
Route 60 North - Sharon-West Middlesex.  
Immediately get in the left lane and follow 
Route 18 South signs.   

Tuesday, 

January 27, 2009 

9:00 am - 3:15 pm 

Radisson Motel 
3377 New Castle Road 

West Middlesex, PA  

12th Annual   

2009 Tri-State  

No-till  

Conference 

 

For further information, contact  
Maryann Frampton at  

814-226-8160, Ext. 5 

 

The Tri-State No-till  

Conference is sponsored by: 

Ohio State University 
Penn State University 

Cornell University 
USDA-NRCS (OH, PA, NY) 

Penn Soil RC&D 

 

 

 

Conference Trade Show 

Participants will be able to attend a 
commercial trade show presented 
by the conference sponsors.  This 
is a super opportunity 
to talk one-on-one 
with agri-business 
personnel dedicated 
to conservation till-
age. 

The Tri-State No-till Conference is available to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without re-
gard to race, color, creed, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, national origin, gender, age, disability or Viet-
nam-era veteran status. 

 

 

Hotel Information 

 
Radisson Hotel 

A block of rooms will be held for partici-
pants until three weeks prior to the confer-
ence.  Participants should call the Radisson 
at (724) 528-2501 to make reservations.  
Indicate that you will be with the òTri-State 
No-till Conferenceó to get the special rate.  
 

Super 8 Motel  
Next to the Radisson -  (724) 528-3888 



Agenda 

 

Morning Session 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 
Welcome 

 Les Ober, OSU Extension & Chairman 
 

PA No-till Alliance Update 
 Joel Myers, PA No-till Alliance 
 

Switchgrass, No-till, and Biofuel 
 Dan Arnett, Ernst Conservation Seeds 
 

Carbon Credits  
 Mark Wilson, Land Stewards, LLC  
 

Break to Visit Sponsors  
 
Learn from the Best, But Donõt  
Underestimate Yourself 

 Franke Dikjstra, 2008 Brazilian No-till 
Farmer of the Year 

 
Sponsor Highlights 

 

Lunch & Visit Sponsors 12:00ð 1:15 p.m. 

Afternoon Session 1:15-3:30 p.m. 

 

How and why I Use No-till, Vegetables 
to Field Crops  
Steve Groff , Cedar Meadows Farm  

 
Developing an Oilseeds Market in NW 
PA 
Joel Hunter, Penn State Coop Ext NW 

 
Crop Insurnace Update 

 
Open Discussion with Producers 

 
Closing Remarks, Evaluation,  
Adjournment 

Franke Dijkstra is a pio-
neer no-tll farmer from 
Ponta Grossa, Brazil.  
This winter he will address 
several audiences in Penn-
sylvania.  Mr. Dijkstra has a 
1000-cow dairy operation 
and manages 4000 acres of 
cropland. He was one of the 
first farmers to use no-till in 

Brazil, which has now grown to 60% (64 million acres) of 
planted acres. He is president of the No-Till Federation in 
Brazil, and is founder and past-president of the ABC agri-
cultural research foundation, a farmer organization which 
supports the no-till movement with research and education. 
He is past president of the dairy cooperative Batavo, the 
first agro-cooperative in Brazil, for 12 years. He received the 
Scientific Merit Award from President Lula in 2004 for his 
pioneer efforts in no-tillage. Mr. Dijkstraõs farm was 
awarded the Best Farm of Brazil Award in 2007 by Exame 
Magazine, and the award for Best Managed Farm in Brazil in 
2007 by Agroconsult.  

Keynote Speakers 

Steve Groff and his family, farm 200 
acres of vegetables and crops on hilly 
land in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
He has pioneered the "Permanent Cover 
Cropping System", which includes no-
tillage, cover crops, and effective crop 
rotations as a way to increase profits, 
enhance soil and water quality, and re-
duce pesticides. The cornerstone of this 
system is a unique emphasis on main-
taining a permanent cover of crop resi-
dues and cover crops on the soil surface 
and having something living in the soil at 

all times. All vegetables and crops are then seeded or trans-
planted into the organic mulch. This permanent cover aids in 
weed control, has virtually eliminated soil erosion on the 
farms 3-17% slopes, and has increased soil and water quality. 
A passionate advocate for sustainable agriculture soil conser-
vation, soil health, and food quality, Steve started no-tilling in 
the early '80s. He later began using cover crops as another soil 
conservation measure and now plants cover crops based on 
the succeeding crop that will planted the next year. Some 
fields have not been touched by any tillage equipment for 
over 30 years! http://www.cedarmeadowfarm.com/ 

Registration 

 

 
Name(s)____________________________________ 
 __________________________________________ 
Farm/Organization___________________________ 
Email Address_______________________________ 
Address____________________________________ 
City _______________________________________ 
State_______________Zip Code________________ 
 
 
 
Pre-Registrations @ $25 for first family member 
and $20 for each additional.   
Received Prior to January 18 

 
Number ______ @ $25 = $ __________ 
Number ______ @ $20 = $ __________ 
 
Late Registrations @ $30 for first family member 
and $25 for each additional.    
Received After January 18 

 
Number ______ @ $30 = $ __________ 
Number ______ @ $25 = $ __________ 

 
 

Make checks payable to: Penn Soil RC&D 
 

Return registration to: 
Penn Soil RC&D 

C/o Maryann Frampton 
265 Holiday Inn Road, Suite 3 

Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 226-8160 Ext. 5 
 

Identify Special Needs as Appropriate: 
 

       ___ Special Visual Needs 
       ___ Special Hearing Needs 
       ___ Special Meal Requirements 
       ___ Other (Specify) 
              ______________________ 

http://www.cedarmeadowfarm.com/

